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Upon release of radioactive materials by the accident at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station on March
11, 2011, the Government of Japan as well as the prefectural and the municipal governments have been tak-
ing measures to decontaminate polluted soils in order to reduce the impact of radioactive pollution of the
environment on human health and the living environment as soon as possible.

In the efforts for the decontamination, all available resources including those from the central and the local
government offices, research institutions, and private cleaning operators are put together, along with the
scientific and technical knowledge available from Japan and abroad. Our primary objective is to eliminate
the recurrence of such a disaster in the future, but in the meantime, disclosing and sharing our knowledge,
experience, and lessons obtained through the decontamination efforts this time with domestic peers and the
international community will be significant to accelerate the decontaminationwork in Japan andminimize the
potential damage in future accidents in Japan and abroad for the implementation of expeditious and efficient
decontamination.

Therefore, the Ministry of the Environment(MOE) published “Decontamination Report”and the report com-
prehensively compiles the basic policy of the decontamination and implementation framework, knowledge
about the management of decontamination projects based on the actual decontamination operations on-site,
together with the procedure, conditions and effects of individual decontamination techniques, by mainly fo-
cusing on the decontamination operations performed by MOE.

As the report shows, the basic idea of decontamination works of the national and the local governments
toward residents are as follows;

・Principal radionuclide of environmental pollution is cesium.
・Decontamination should be conducted to reduce the impact on human health or the living environment not
only in housing areas and public facilities, but also in more diverse and wide areas such as roads, farmland,
forests (living zone only), and the like.

・Decontamination should be implemented as soon as possible in order to realize return of residents in the
evacuation areas, to secure their safety, and to rebuild their lives as soon as possible.

・Residents’ opinions and familiar way of life should be respected; decontamination should be conducted by
paying due consideration to the protection of private rights and maintenance of the community.

Based on those principles MOE, other concerned ministries, the Prefectural Government of Fukushima, and
other local governments strived to implement decontamination of not only residential areas and public facili-
ties but also of diverse and wide areas of land including roads, farmland, forests adjoining residential areas on
a trial-and-error basis, keeping in mind that residents can safely and quickly return home and rebuild their
lives.

Implementing decontamination works, Some of the lessons we learned are as below;
・Importance of basic technology for decontamination
・Well-organized management for decontamination projects
・Securing the quantity and quality of decontamination workers
・Keeping well-communications with local residents

MOE will promote more effective and efficient decontamination works in and around Fukushima Prefecture
and share both domestically and internationally our experiences, lessons and knowledge learned through the
environmental remediation efforts.
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