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In a complex environment, where rules cannot anticipate all situations and cognitive abilities are cannot deal perfectly with 
the load of information necessary to make a perfectly rational decision, intention is central to safety preservation.

 

A French contemporary philosopher, 
Paul Ricoeur, is heuristic to analyse 
intentional, ethical action. 
His concept of “practical reason” 
(Ricoeur, 1986 (1991)) is the practi-
cal tool individuals use to decide on 
courses of actions that are simulta-
neously strategic (i.e. rational) and 
ethical. It is the central feature of a 
broader “practical humanity”, a set of 
ethical sentiments and behaviours. 

 

 

We design a tool to identify traces of practical humanity in real-world safety practices and 
defi ne the concept of “practical safety”, which can be implemented in organizations.

 

Practical safety, “the ability of individuals to 
appropriate safety as an internal value, which 
enables them to decide on a course of action that 
preserves the safety of others as well as their 
own, when a situation requires them to do so” 
(Blazsin, 2014)
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