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The Member States provide the information to the IAEA according to the Safeguards Agreements and Addi-
tional Protocols. For example, the requirements to provide the reports and declarations are very general and
there are no explanation what the IAEA is looking for from that information. It is important for the States to
understand how their efforts to collect and provide information, and to facilitate IAEA verification activities,
contribute to the achievement of objectives and finally to draw conclusions on the exclusively peaceful use of
nuclear materials in a State. The IAEA is producing a new series of guidance called Safeguards Implementation
Practices, SIP, guides, which are shedding light on the requirements and sharing the good practices of States.
It is hoped that the SIP Guides will create a better understanding of the needs of the IAEA and the important
role of States and facility operators in achieving safeguards objectives. The guides are also important for the
States to share their lessons learned and good practices for the benefit of other States that might be developing
their capabilities or enhancing their processes and procedures.
The way is very wide and long, when a State decides to start up a new nuclear programme. At first there
is a need for legislation, regulatory body, contact point, international agreements and then finally practical
implementation of the safeguards in the nuclear facilities. There are a lot of issues to be prepared in advance to
facilitate the IAEA’s implementation of verification activities successfully, effectively and with the good qual-
ity. Using the structure of the IAEA’s draft SIP Guide on Facilitating Verification Activities as a framework,
this paper will describe the most relevant implementation practices and experiences in Finland.
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