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Since joining the IAEA comprehensive safeguards agreements, the ROK has made some exemplary case of im-
plementing the IAEA’s safeguards policy in a State. It’s the results of the ROK Government’s persistent effort
for nuclear transparency to maintain its peaceful nuclear activities which is indispensible in Korea. The his-
tory of the ROK SSAC development can be reflected on the trajectory of the evolution of the IAEA safeguards.
The ROK SSAC has achieved technical capabilities required for IAEA safeguards, which was not possible with-
out cooperation program with the IAEA. The first memorable moment of the ROK-IAEA cooperation is the
enhanced cooperation program for the ROK LWRs in 2001, introducing remote monitoring systems and some
changes in interim inspections. The next chance for leveling the ROK SSAC up came with IS implementa-
tion. Two parties consulted what should be prepared for efficient implementation of IS through seven times
working group meetings. The WG put out IS approaches which have been being applied for the ROK nuclear
facilities since 2008. The IS implementation, which is based on the state level approach, allowed the ROK SSAC
to get opportunities to improve more its technical capabilities about support for IAEA safeguards activities,
developing verification devices and safeguards approaches for pyroprocessing related facilities. The IAEA
and the ROK are putting strenuous efforts for strengthening safeguards cooperation based on the Enhanced
Cooperation Arrangements which was signed in 2012, discussing the SSAC role in IAEA safeguards activities,
joint use equipment, etc. Besides, two parties are considering introducing unannounced inspections at LWRs
after several rehearsals. In this paper, the implication and importance of State-IAEA cooperation is presented
based on the ROK’s experience with summarizing the brief history of SSAC development and cooperation
with the IAEA.
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