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The additional protocol (AP) provides important tools to strengthen and improve the effectiveness and effi-
ciency of the safeguards system. Safeguards are designed to verify that States comply with their international
commitments not to use nuclear material or to engage in nuclear-related activities for the purpose of devel-
oping nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. Under an AP based on INFCIRC/540, a State must
provide to the IAEA additional information about, and inspector access to, all parts of its nuclear fuel cycle.
In addition, the State has to supply information about its nuclear fuel cycle-related research and development
(R&D) activities. The majority of States declare their R&D activities under the AP Articles 2.a.(i), 2.a.(x), and
2.b.(i) as part of initial declarations and their annual updates under the AP.
In order to verify consistency and completeness of information provided under the AP by States, the Agency
has started to analyze declared R&D information by identifying interrelationships between States in different
R&D areas relevant to safeguards.
The paper outlines the quality of R&D information provided by States to the Agency, describes how the ex-
traction and analysis of relevant declarations are currently carried out at the Agency and specifies what kinds
of difficulties arise during evaluation in respect to cross-linking international projects and finding gaps in re-
porting. In addition, the paper tries to elaborate how the reporting quality of AP information with reference
to R&D activities and the assessment process of R&D information could be improved.
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