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URENCOwas founded in 1970 following the signing of the Treaty of Almelo by the governments of Germany,
the Netherlands and the UK. The fundamental principles for effective supervision of URENCO’s technology
and enrichment operations with respect to non-proliferation issues have been laid down in this treaty.
In order to enable the construction of a URENCO enrichment facility in the USA and to permit the transfer of
classified information into the USA, another treaty has been concluded in 1992. The US government entered
into the Treaty of Washington together with the governments of Germany, the Netherlands and the UK to
ensure that the same conditions that had been agreed in the Treaty of Almelo would also apply to the US.
To allow for the completion of the joint venture with Areva regarding the URENCO Group’s technology
business ETC, the Treaty of Cardiff has been signed on 12 July 2005 by the governments of Germany, the
Netherlands, the UK and France. Through this treaty, France is obliged to adhere to the principles of the
Treaty of Almelo.
For each treaty, control bodies have been formed with representatives of the governments of the signatory
countries. These committees exercise the role of effective supervision of the technology and operations with
respect to non-proliferation issues. They also consider all questions concerning the safeguards system (as
established by IAEA/EURATOM), classification arrangements and security procedures, exports of the tech-
nology and enriched uranium, as well as other non-proliferation issues.
The presentation describes how the multinational structure of URENCO contributes to Non-Proliferation on
the basis of the above mentioned treaties. Beyond that, the international cross linking of operational working
groups and committees within the URENCOGroup structure is explained. This structure implies an additional
assurance to achieve the safeguards goals set.
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