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Actual uranium mining and exploration in Niger
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The search for uranium in Niger began in the 60s and its mining in the 70s. As given the drop in uranium prices
in the 80s, these activities decreased significantly. The exploration activities took place in 2006 when many
mining companies were very interested in the research of this radioactive metal (uranium). In 2007, Niger had
more than 150 exploration licenses (all minerals included) whose more than 100 uranium exploration permits.
It had two (2) uranium operating mining companies (COMINAK and SOMAIR) till 2008 and it passed to four
(4) mining companies in 2009. At the end of 2011, Niger got a third operating mining company (SOMINIA). In
2013, 88 exploration licenses (all minerals) are valid whose 59 for uranium exploration, one mining company
in development (IMOURAREN) and one exploration company (GOVIEX) is advanced in exploration activities
which can be the mining companies in 2 or 3 years.
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