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Radioactive Waste Management – National Programmatic Perspectives in North Macedonia


 Currently in the Republic of Macedonia there is no Centralized waste storage facility for radioactive waste. The radioactive waste generated during the past years by using of radioactive sources in medicine, industry, science and etc, has been stored into several temporary storages. 
Regarding the establishment of National Storage Facility, the provisions of the Law prescribe that disposal of radioactive sources shall be conducted on a location established by Government of Republic North Macedonia upon proposal of RSD, on the basis of previous opinion from Ministry for environmental and Ministry of Health.
Additional provisions regarding safe management with RAW are prescribed in Regulation for safe waste management.
In order to improve the current situation with the temporary storage facilities, and especially to perform a comprehensive assessment of the current conditions of the interim storage facilities,  RSD as  a regulatory authority in North Macedonia , thanks to the funding granted by the Belgian Federal Ministry of Economy to IRE/IRE ELiT for the year 2014 (Royal Decree 19.04.2014), RSD and IRE/IRE ELiT agreed to collaborate to perform the following activities: 
Collection of existing information;
Detailed analysis of the situation and recommendations; 
Within the National IAEA project MAK/4/002/ on Management of radioactive waste in the Republic of Macedonia that has been finished in 2009 necessary equipment for radioactive waste management has been supplied by the IAEA in period 2009-2010).  Moreover, the RSD within the IAEA project INT/9/176 on Strengthening Cradle-to-grave Control of Radioactive Sources in the Mediterranean Region has prepared Safety Guide for Safety Case and Safety Assessment. 
The safety case adresses operational safety and all safety aspects of the facility and activities.
A national policy and strategy on the responsible and safe management of radioactive waste has been prepared with expert help from the IAEA as a standalone document.
· The RSD, as regulatory body prepared this Safety Guides which provide recommendations and guidance on how to comply with the safety requirements, national legislation and regulations, taking into account international standards and best practices to help users (operators) to achieve high level of safety. 
 In the  National policy are included provisions regarding the policy statements (safety and security objectives, responsibility for RAW management, national security infrastructure, long term management of radioactive waste, management of inventory), National obligations/priorities (liabilities for RAW management, waste minimization, import of RAW, repatriation of DSRS, end-point for RWM), legal and regulatory framework, organizational framework (current situation, regulatory body, licensees, waste management organization), provision of resources (current status, funding scheme, technical infrastructure for RAW management, educational principles, planning), public involvement (public information, public participation in decision making), policy updating (responsibilities for policy implementation, monitoring the implementation). The National strategy for RAW management includes provisions on waste inventory (waste accounting, classification of RAW, characterization of RAW, future development), waste management schemes (disused sealed radioactive sources, other radioactive waste, orphan sources), RWM infrastructure (current status, requirements for infrastructure development, implementing the strategy) and action plan.
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