Public perception and acceptance of nuclear energy in Turkey: An empirical analysis based on Twitter

Tuğçe Şahinyılmaz, Research Assistant,
Department of Management, Bogazici University
tugce.sahinyilmaz@boun.edu.tr

Public opinion is an important factor regarding success of nuclear energy policy implementation in a country, and existing literature focusing on determinants of public opinion emphasizes trust in a variety of stakeholders, perceived risk and perceived benefits as the path leading to acceptability. However, until recently most of the studies were dependent on surveys or interviews. In order to fully grasp views of society in the matter we must look into big data with help of social media. The novelty of this study lies in the quantitative analysis of Twitter data in Turkey by identifying a panel of subscribers for a specific time interval, observe the relation of opinions with being located near power plants, being exposed to NGO and political party views via sentiment analysis and network analysis. What are the main aspects of public perception of nuclear energy? Are there variations for different stage and locations (Mersin, Sinop and Tekirdağ in particular where power plants are expected to be)? Are there any influencers in the nuclear power topic network? Are there any significant differences in perception among subscribers due to being exposed to NGO/influencer/political party activity on Twitter that should lead to alliance strategy locally or nationally? 
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