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Commitment to Long-Term Stewardship: An
Overview of Safe and Sustainable Management and
Reuse of Legacy Sites

The Dept of Energy, Office of Legacy Management

The operations of the Department of Energy, Office of Legacy Management, are trans-hemispheric. The Office
of Legacy Management is charged to protect human health and the environment at 102 sites in over 30 states
and territories, from Puerto Rico in the Caribbean Sea to Amchitka Island, Alaska, in the Bering Sea. The
Office is the caretaker or steward of the legacy sites that played a critical role in America’s nuclear history. As
such, its commitment to sustainable long-term stewardship is at the core of everything it does, beginning the
moment the Office takes over a legacy site and continuing throughout long-term management efforts. This
discussion re-views the long-term stewardship undertaken by the Office of Legacy Management in recent
years. It describes the necessary components of an effective program, including the protection of human
health and the environment, beneficial reuse, record keeping, monitoring remedial activities, stakeholder
engagement, and international collaboration. The topic explores engagements with local communities, state
and local governments, and tribal nations across numerous mediums to educate and inform the public of
ongoing stewardship activities. Finally, the discussion includes current efforts to assess risks associated with
climate change and to incorporate measures to increase climate resiliency of legacy sites. It is hoped that this
discussion will convey the importance and commitment required of long-term stewardship.

Established in 2003, the Office of Legacy Management continually evaluates how potential environmental
changes may impact the approach to monitoring, inspection, and maintenance at the sites. Its scope has
grown from 30 in 2003 to 102 sites today, and the number will continue to increase to 125 by 2030. The or-
ganization comprises approximately 80 federal employees and 500 contractor partners including geologists,
hydrologists, engineers, physical scientists, and other professionals to ensure long-term environmental pro-
tection. It includes actuaries, financial managers, and procurement specialists to provide for retired contrac-
tor pension payments and post-retirement benefits. Certified realty officers and property specialists manage
federal property and information technology specialists and records professionals to capture, safeguard, and
share information. Historians and public participation spe-cialists help facilitate engagements with stakehold-
ers and governments. Finally, there are human resource and administrative staff to support personnel and
work-flow needs.

The Office operates using five key components or goals. The Office protects human health and the environ-
ment; makes legacy and environmental clean-up records ac-cessible to the public and future generations; funds
pensions and post-retirement benefits for over 10,000 former contractor workers and their spouses; manages
land and facilitates beneficial reuse of closed sites; and ensures meaningful involvement by all stakeholders,
especially tribal and local community members in all long-term stewardship activities.

In keeping with the theme of this year’s 5th International Mining Symposium, “Re-thinking Mining Reme-
diation, Innovative Approaches Towards Sustainability”, it is important to review how the Office of Legacy
Management shapes the future of legacy sites through its commitment to safe and sustainable long-term
stewardship.
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