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Abstract: Radioactive sources are used throughout the world for a wide variety of peaceful purposes in industry, medicine, agriculture, research and education. 

Because of the wide variety of uses and activities of radiation sources, a categorization system 

is necessary so that the controls that are applied to the sources are commensurate with the 

radiological risks.
The focus was on the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources (CoC) of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) whose recommendations are considered an important foundation for global efforts concerning the security of radioactive sources. 
The different types of radioactive sources are categorized in terms of element, isotope, quantity, and irradiation. This categorization then forms the basis for a graded approach to protection against unauthorized removal of “attractive” nuclear material that could be used in a nuclear explosive device, which itself depends on the types of nuclear material, isotopic composition, physical and chemical form, degree of dilution, radiation level, and quantity.
A nuclear security level required to protect different reductives sources depend on their categorization a graduated approach.
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