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1. Introduction:
Radiation sources safety and security have become a concern owing to the increased use of sources in many facilities and practices in Ethiopia. Investigating awareness campaign challenges and opportunities can significantly boost outreach activity‘s success to be launched by the regulatory body. Critical analysis of acute awareness campaign challenges helps devise strategies to knowledgeably mitigate them. Identifying awareness campaign opportunities in depth will add awareness efforts capability and can stimulate actors for better-anticipated gains. Stakeholder communication and consultation undertakings ensure the safety and security of radioactive sources and this can best be met when it is carried out by collaborative stakeholder awareness-raising programs. Using private and public organizational arrangements would make it easy to establish a collaborative awareness campaign

2. Aim:
The aim of this study is to explicitly study the awareness-raising challenges and opportunities that significantly influence conceivable outreach activities results

3. Methodology:
The methodology used for this brief study was the qualitative approach. Data were collected using Focused Group Discussion with Open-ended leading questions, interviews, and document analysis. FGD participants of the study comprise mostly senior, experienced, and well-educated professionals holding master‘s and bachelor’s degrees from Ethiopian Radiation Protection Authority and interviewees (5) from the public. Data gathered through FGD and interviews was analyzed through set steps-raw data organization, identification of themes attitudes and behaviors, amalgamation of core issues, and interpretation of meanings, which detail the findings.

4. Discussion / Results: 

Challenges Identified: The findings of the study showed that there were different challenges that influenced radioactive sources‘ safety and security awareness-raising efforts. Weak institutional capability, failure to cope up with the dynamic nature of radiation and nuclear science developments, media expenditure and budgetary constraints, and inadequacy in competent personnel were noted as challenges the study result unfolded. Media trends of prioritizing political, economic, social, and emergency issues as their routine coverage, media leader’s inadequate understanding of radiation and nuclear safety and security issues by journalists and media leaders and poor collaborative work efforts with media centers were also underlined as persistent problems encountered by the Authority in its efforts of awareness-raising campaigns. Limited understanding about the authority’s missions and critical technical knowledge about radiation and nuclear science by front-runner leaders in public agencies to which the authority is accountable and incompetence to integrate efforts geared toward awareness-raising campaigns and erroneous beliefs held by the public radiation and nuclear issues and technologies are directly related with mass destructive weapons and potentially life-threatening were highlighted to have imposed marked influence on awareness campaign actions. Some discussants, however, maintained the view that since the public has little understanding of radiation and nuclear issues wrong perceptions could not be conceived to be a problem in awareness campaigns. Both undermining and exaggerating the harms caused by the radioactive sources, stakeholders’  unpromising participation trend in launched campaigns, and the less attention given to awareness programs compared to technical regulatory activities were stressed as posing difficulties for successful campaign works. It was further indicated that limited public exposure and access to radiation technology‘s practical uses might not catch or draw the curiosity of target audiences to awareness campaign programs. 
The Need for Exploiting Available Opportunities: The participants likewise mentioned that exploiting available opportunities to speed up awareness-raising campaigns remains an important step. Public and private institutional arrangements such as health extension networks, schools, socially mobilized groups/unions like ‘Ekub’, ‘Edir’, and cultural and religious events by means of which awareness-raising efforts can be changed into concrete practicality were praised to be prominent opportunities. Radioactive sources use in Ethiopia was said to be increasing which is believed to have created inspiration and a need for understanding of radioactive sources safety and security by the public attracting a new wave of social networks and audiences. Extensive use of flourishing TV, Radio, and social media and the creation of  range of partnering arrangements with stakeholders for cooperative awareness campaigns were credited as promising awareness campaign opportunities that support outreach activities to be impressively successful. 
5. Conclusion
Stakeholders’ awareness-raising programs on the safety and security of radioactive sources under goes through diverse challenges. Equally important, there are wonderful opportunities the Authority should be daring to use accessible chances for successful awareness campaign accomplishments. Collaborative awareness campaigns also create varied synergies to skillfully and competently run awareness programs and reach out to diverse audiences.

6. Recommendation

· Identifying awareness-raising challenges and tackling them skillfully should remain at the forefront for better and sustainable awareness achievements

· Exploiting available awareness-raising opportunities could help to maintain sustained effort to educate target audiences and boost public awareness about radioactive source’s safety and security
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