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Any State’s ability to carry out an indigenous, clandestine proliferation programmemust be directly related to
its industrial and technological capabilities. It is postulated that monitoring of trade data for non-controlled
items can provide valuable insight into a State’s potential proliferation capabilities, and may also provide
indirect indicators of a proliferation agenda. The paper describes the logic for the selection of carefully se-
lected groups of commodities that require similar industrial and technological capabilities to those required
for proliferation activities. There is also discussion of how changes in a State’s trade data profile could in-
dicate potentially relevant step changes in its underlying capabilities that may be connected to proliferation
activities or future proliferation pathways.
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