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Blockchains constitute novel combinations of distributed databases, cryptography, and computer interaction
protocols. The original Blockchain was developed to support the peer-to-peer digital currency Bitcoin, but the
relevance of this technology is now being explored in a diverse range of information intensive industries and
activities. This paper will consider how recent advances in blockchain technology might substantively con-
tribute to effective safeguards. The paper will also consider some of the potential legal and political obstacles
to the adoption of blockchain based safeguards systems.
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