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Uranium is a naturally-occurring element that is present at low concentrations in all environmental media,
but elevated concentrations of uranium can be found in some minerals e.g. uranium-rich ores. Assessments
of the impact of uranium on humans and other biota are a specific challenge because of the combination of
different types of hazards and potential exposures.
The IAEA is preparing an overview document intended to provide IAEA Member States with information on
the environmental behaviour of uranium for use in environmental impact assessments of routine discharges
and accidental releases, for uranium impact assessments in different contamination scenarios and for reme-
diation planning of sites contaminated with uranium. This report covers the behaviour of uranium in the
atmosphere, terrestrial, freshwater and marine environments. The primary focus of the report is the environ-
mental behaviour of uranium, as the environmental behaviour of uranium progenies (such as radioisotopes of
radium, radon, polonium and thorium) are considered in other IAEA documents. The information presented
is relevant to the environmental transfer of uranium to both humans and non-human biota.
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